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men, but it was now crammed with twice as many inmates. However, the 
guards and prisoners had all the usual Greek charm. They shook my hand, 
offered me coffees and apologized for the long wait. There was a labour action 
going on inside the prison, the warders were protesting about the conditions 
and that had played a part in the slowness of the governor in allowing me into 
the prison.

I was escorted past more heavy doors, down a dingy corridor and into 
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would do for his club. You understand? But I have never done anything on 
the gambling market with Asian  bookmakers.” 

I was not sure if Beos meant that he had fi xed games, but not to profi t 
on the gambling market, or merely indulged in a benign form of creative 
accountancy. When I asked, he shrugged again and stated that he loved his 
team and would never do anything criminal.

There is no judicially-approved evidence that Beos fi xed any matches. He was, 
fi nally, released on bail seven months later. At the time of publication, his trial 
has been delayed as neither he nor his accusers showed up in court, and all 
charges against him are unproven. 

This is the danger for sport: that potentially innocent people and innocent 
matches will automatically be assumed to be corrupt. That no longer will the 
fans assume that they have witnessed unbelievable accomplishments, but 
they will simply not believe in sport anymore. They will give up on football. It 
will be abandoned as lacking in credibility to be replaced by a sport that has 
better protected its integrity. 

In the years since I began researching this topic, much has changed. At the 
beginning of the work, it was diffi cult to get much attention to the rising 
danger to international sports. Now — world-wide — there are over thirty 
national police investigations into match-corruption: more than a thousand 
sports events are alleged to have been fi xed and hundreds of players, 
coaches and offi cials have been arrested. More seriously, there have been 
dozens of suspicious deaths and a series of tragic suicides linked to this 
phenomenon. There is no sign that this tide of corruption is slowing. Rather 
it may be getting worse. The research for this book was, obviously, at times 
diffi cult and dangerous: but I hope it may help to prevent the spread of 


