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c o n ta m i n a t i o n c a n  o ccur  w h e n  f i n g e r p r i n t i n g  a t a c r i m e  s cen e ,  r a i s e s  t h e  c o n cer n  o f  i m p r o p e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  D N A .  

N u m e r o u s  c r i m e  s cen e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  u t i l i z e  t h e  s a m e  f i n g e r p r i n t i n g  p o w d e r  a nd  b r u s h  o r  w a n d  e v e r y  t i m e  t h e y  t r y  
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Figure 3: Standard Curve from allelic ladder 
 

 
Figure 4:  Results from the quantitation when using the 7500 Applied 
Biosystems Real Time PCR. 
 
 There are possible reasons behind why DNA could 
not 



Acknowledgements 
 The author graciously would like to acknowledge  
the University of New Haven for the SURF funds that made 
this research possible. Also, thank you to Dr. Michael 
Adamowicz, Christina Martins, and Ema Graham for their 
unconditional support and assistance with instruments and 
the different DNA processes. Most importantly, thank you 
to my advisor, Peter Massey, for supporting and providing 
expert input for the research. 
 
Biography 
 Kelly Zhao is a senior majoring in Forensic 
Science and Biotechnology. Upon graduation, she 
anticipates to pursue further education in Cancer Biology to 
receive her Ph.D. She works for the Office of Residential 
Life as a Resident Assistant. She is a part of the Alpha 
Lamba Delta Honors Society, Forensic Science and 
Chemistry Club, American Chemistry Society, and 
ChargerTHON. 
 

 
 


